UNIV 
OF MICK 
EO? 


MIORARY SC] 
y oo HALL 


INFORMATIONS 


PUBLIEES PAR LE SECRETARIAT PUBLISHED BY THE GENERAL 
GENERAL DE LA FEDERATION SECRETARIAT OF THE INTERNATIONAL 
INTERNATIONALE DE DOCUMENTATION FEDERATION FOR DOCUMENTATION 


6 Willem Witsenplein. Den Haag (Holland) 





Administration et Rédaction: secrétariat de la Commission des 
publications périodiques de la F.I.D., 3 rue du Maelbeek & Bruxelles 
(Belgique) 








PUBLICATION MENSUELLE 





INFORMATIONS GENERALES 
608 (42) 
BRITISH PATENT SPECIFICATIONS 


All who have to deal with British patent specifications will be inte- 
Tested in a project undertaken by Aslib (Association of Special Libraries 
and Information Bureaux), by kind permission of the Patent Office, Lon- 
don. Because of wartime difficulties, the printing of subject indexes to 
British patent specifications since 1939 (N. 500.001 onwards) had fallen 
badly into arrears. Good progress has recently been made in reduc- 
ing these arrears, but their complete elimination is unlikely to be 
achieved in less than two years. Meanwhile, searches continue to be diffi- 
cult and costly. 


The Patent Office has generously permitted Aslib to make 35mm. 
microfilm copies of the Patent Office’s own Press Mark Indexes and to 
make them universally available. The Press Mark Index — which will be 
in most cases the only subject index available in respect of 1939-1953 
(April 30th) — is a 14-year cumulative list of the 271 patent classes show- 
ing the numbers of the patents in each and their allocation to subclasses. 


Microfilm copies of the Index (nearly 8.000 pages) are now available, 
price £10 10s. 0d., from the Director, Aslib, 4 Palace Gate, London W.8., 
England. 
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